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The final Open Day cake from Dave! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please, sir, can we have some more ? ! 
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From the Editor…. 

Peter Chatfield, Newsletter Editor/Co-Chairman 
 
Firstly, it’s great to report that we have a couple of volunteers who are stepping into new – and 
very important – roles. A big welcome to Carol Hay as our new manager of the Buffer Stop Café, 
and Graeme Hay who joins the Friends’ Committee. At the same time, we say goodbye and huge 
thanks to Dave Trewern for steering the Buffer Stop so ably and, indeed, for setting it up in the 
first place – but fortunately Dave’s not disappearing but very much continues with other 
activities on the site. 
 
There’s further development of the Discovery Centre, including an 
exciting new points and signals demonstration and extension of 
the model railway. We continue to involve local schools as the 
Centre journeys towards completion and full public opening. 
 
2023 proved to be yet another record-breaking year for our 
visitor numbers. The schools’ summer holiday opening was a 
notable success, and so will be repeated this year. We’ve just 
welcomed the Mayor and Mayoress of Test Valley at RSB and, 
once again, we are delighted and much appreciate this support 
from the community. 

The Mayor and Mayoress of Test Valley visit Cowley Bridge Junction on 17th February 
 

Works on the signal box structure have had to be paused for a while, however, we are managing 
this situation and the contractor remains on hand. We should be able to attend to some small-
scale works that are a priority. Dick and Adrian report on various other site developments. 
 
Recent progress on the signal box included the replacement of the short levers 16 and 18 with 
long levers, reflecting their control of mechanical semaphore signals; at the time of writing, the 
new levers await painting and refitting of their lever plates. 
 
A few changes have been made to our H&S policies and procedures, and members are asked to 
please ensure that you are familiar with these changes, thank you. 
 
Please note that your newsletter once again comes with a Supplement: no less than two further 
parts concluding Dave’s Swiss transport adventures…. enjoy! 
 
Finally, we’ll soon be needing a new Membership Secretary – we’ll be very grateful to hear of 
any volunteer willing to undertake this essential role. Neil Kearns has given 16 years’ service to 
this role and will be stepping down at the AGM; surely he deserves a rest after a long innings?! 
 
After all that lot, I’ll sign off and leave you to our news correspondents…. 
 
Very best wishes 
Peter 
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Update and News from the Chairmen 

Dick Hewett (Co-Chairman) writes:  
 

The news from the site is of continuing progress on the Discovery Centre and some more new 
members (who are very welcome). There are reports elsewhere in this edition of The Signal on 
the various elements of our current development plan. 
 

One very welcome development is an addition to our committee. 
Graeme Hay, who has been with us for a year or so and is an active 
member of the team developing the Discovery Centre, has been co-
opted onto the committee, and will hopefully stand for election at the 
AGM. Graeme offers a wealth of both practical and managerial 
experience which will be a real asset to the team.  

The signal is at proceed for Graeme! 
 

We are also delighted that Graeme’s wife Carol has agreed to take over management of the 
Buffer Stop Café after the several appeals we sent out to members. Carol will be responsible for 
maintaining the stocks, agreeing the menu selection, and overseeing the practical running of the 
café to ensure we continue to meet the exacting hygiene standards. With the assistance of those 
who staff the café on Open Days, we want to retain that 5-star rating! (Carol will not however be 
making the cakes!) 

 
Dave Trewern’s last day in the café was on 3rd December (photo on 
front, courtesy Kathy Moore). Dave has retired from involvement in the 
café – but he hasn’t retired from the site. He is already training up on 
other activities, and was seen at our Open Day on 4th February getting 
familiar with the complexities of Cowley Bridge Junction – ably guided 
by experienced hands James Moore and Garth Long. A fresh role (not 
roll!) in the team. 
 
Dave on the frame, Garth watching over him 
 

We continue to impress others on our achievements. Last summer Dick retired from working as 
a Blockman and Guard on the Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway in Wales after many years’ 
service. One of the main reasons was the commitment to Romsey Signal Box (a 2-minute journey 
from home as opposed to 4 hours to Llanfair Caereinion!). To explain to WLLR colleagues what 
Romsey SB is all about, Dick gave a Zoom presentation to the general WLLR membership a 
couple of weeks ago. The reaction was incredibly positive, the general response being that 
people were amazed at how much we had packed into such a small site. Let’s hope some of 
those WLLR members now pay us a visit whilst they’re down this way! 
 
Finally, just a simple request to anyone who takes photographs of the site, with or without 
people: we’d be delighted if these could be added to our archives, and permission given for 
reproduction in The Signal, on the website, or wherever. Please remember to email them to Dick 
(info@romseysignalbox.org.uk if you don’t have his personal email address). 

mailto:info@romseysignalbox.org.uk
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Exciting Progress in the Discovery Centre 

Malcolm Moore writes: 
 

Our shelf-top signalling and points demo is capturing the imagination of our visitors! 
 
The operation has undergone a remarkable transformation! Thanks to the hard work of Andy 
Keane using the JMRI software, our trains, a class 33 diesel loco and a class 205 passenger train, 
now navigate the tracks effortlessly. Visitors are fascinated as points and signals change 
automatically, creating a display of precision and control. The trains stop, slow down or proceed 
by themselves according to how far the loco in advance has progressed. 
 
Andy has now taken things to the next level, pushing a boxcar with a roof-mounted webcam 
around the track! Have a look at our incredible photos below, capturing the journey from the 
driver’s perspective. Andy is hard at work to ensure a stable video stream for an even more 
immersive experience. 

Andy checking how well we laid the track 

 
John and Andy discuss how 

well we laid the track 

 
Andy and Colin watching as 

the bend is approached 

 
Two shots of the driver’s 

view in the passing loop 

 
The long 
straight after 
the passing loop 
 
 
 

 
Graeme and Derek prepare to 
 extend the track to the west room 

 
John and Derek lift shelving 

 in place for our simple station 

 
(Photos by Malcolm Moore) 
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The excitement doesn't stop there! We've already begun extending the track through the 
partition wall into the second room. Get ready for dual track working and semaphore signalling 
that promises to elevate the experience to new heights! 
 
Our commitment to STEM education shines through as we start to develop more hands-on 
exhibits focusing on science, technology, engineering, and maths. The world of railway and 
signalling technology becomes a captivating classroom for all ages. 
 
Dick Hewett adds: 
 
We have written to the headteachers of all the primary and secondary schools in Romsey, 
inviting them to send staff to see the Discovery Centre and advise us on further developments, 
and have had a couple of responses so far – both positive. It is important that we develop what is 
going to be effective for schools, and need to be guided by them as much as possible. Malcolm 
and I will continue to pursue this avenue over the next month. 

 

Open Days and Events 

Dick Hewett writes: 
 
Our programme of Open Days has already started in 2024 after a record-breaking year in 2023. 
We ended the year having had 1,134 visitors on Open Days, and another 207 on group and 
private visits, making a total of 1,341. This easily beat 2022’s record of 1,200.  
 
It does have to be said, however, that we opened more frequently in 2024, with the additional 
Thursdays during school holidays, and extra openings on Bank Holidays and for the Romsey 
Festival and other events. As a result the average per Open Day fell to just under 30 per day, less 
than any year since 2017. Even the Covid year of 2020 saw slightly more than that per Open Day. 
 
Nevertheless the experiment of opening on Thursdays during 
the schools summer holiday was a clear success and will be 
repeated this year. In total we shall open on 31 days this 
year, and hope for a continued increase in overall visitor 
numbers as our reputation for an entertaining and 
educational visit continues to grow. 
 
Our three Open Days so far in 2024 have yielded 25, 20 and 
37 visitors respectively, which is an acceptable start to the 
year. Just this past Saturday we entertained the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Test Valley, Cllrs Philip and Linda Lashbrook, 
who were incredibly impressed by our site. “Overwhelmed, 
and absolutely delighted to have come” were the Mayor’s 
words. You can’t wish for more than that as a reaction!  

Cllr Lashbrook tackling the frame 
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Buffer Stop café – update 

Dick Hewett writes: 

As mentioned in the Chairmen’s report, we have a new supremo for the café. Carol Hay has very 
kindly agreed to take on the overall management of the café. This is an important role and we 
will give Carol all the support she needs, particularly as she gets to grips with everything. 
 
We will be adjusting the menu. So far this year our cakes offering has been shop-based, but we 
will return to home-made offerings from the March Open Days (a new source of cakes being 
trialled then). The days of Dave’s pasties and sausage rolls are clearly over (much to our 
disappointment) but we will continue to offer beans on toast and soup/bread as before. We 
would love to offer more but any food prepared off-site has to be prepared in a kitchen which 
has itself been inspected. If anyone fancies going through that process and doing some baking… 
 
We will be ever more reliant on our small team of volunteers who have been trained to staff the 
café on Open Days. A reminder to you all that the duty has to start well before the opening of 
the site to the public, to ensure we have undertaken all the necessary actions before we open. 
The site is open by 9am so arrival soon afterwards is very helpful. And suggestions for changes 
and improvements are always welcomed – don’t be shy! 
 
Finally a reminder to all volunteers that our café is assessed as a 5-
star venue for hygiene, and we want to keep it that way. This 
means that access to the kitchen has to be restricted and we must 
follow certain procedures to ensure the continued cleanliness of 
the operation. I am grateful to those who do make tea/coffee on 
working days and who ensure the facility is left as clean and tidy at 
the end of the day as I would hope they find it at the beginning. It is 
very much appreciated (you know who you are!). 

 A reminder of the days when Dave ensured the  
Co-chairman had a cup of coffee in his special WLLR mug… 

 

Signal Box Structure and Wiring Update 

Dick Hewett writes: 

For several reasons beyond the control of the Signal Box committee, the work on the signal box 
structure is being deferred for a few months. The contractor has agreed to wait for further 
instructions as to a start date. In the meantime, we will touch up any elements needing urgent 
attention, such as ensuring the stairs remain in good condition, and water ingress is minimised.  
 
We are also investigating the possibility of getting the external brickwork attended to. This 
basically involves scraping out the mortar and repointing, as well as replacing several bricks. It 
would mean we could replace the hatch at the front and undertake some cosmetic tidying of the 
upper paintwork pending the more comprehensive work later. Hopefully jobs which we can do 
ourselves with minimal input from professionals. 
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The delay to the structural work also means the work on rewiring the inside of the signal box will 
be deferred. In practice it was unlikely the potential contractors would have been in a position to 
take on any work immediately after the building works were due to be completed, so this is not a 
major issue. Meanwhile Andy Wright, Colin Varney and Alan Clark have been amongst those 
attending to the wiring of the simulator to improve its reliability. 
 
We will give further updates in future newsletters. 
 

Other site developments 

Dick Hewett writes: 
 
Members will be aware of our plan to install our 
facing point lock. We have all the equipment: what 
we don’t have are solid sleepers onto which this 
needs to be fitted. We have identified a sleeper 
supplier, the sleepers have been prepared, and we 
are awaiting their arrival on site. However we’ve 
now heard that they are currently under “tons of 
materials” in the supplier’s yard (which is 
somewhere in the Bristol area).  And getting them 
to Romsey won’t be easy… 
 

Our facing point lock partially fitted, awaiting new sleepers 
 
This whole episode has been one of constant frustration and there doesn’t seem to be an end in 
sight in the immediate future. Finding a supplier of non-standard sleepers is a challenge in itself, 
and knowing the sleepers we need have been prepared means we’re most of the way there. 
Hence we are not seeking alternative suppliers as yet. 
 
The other major improvement we need to make is the 
replacement of the level crossing gates and posts. This 
is in active discussion and hopefully we can move 
forward with this soon. The posts are not stable and the 
gates are once again rotting, so there is a health and 
safety issue which needs addressing as soon as we can 
agree the solution and make the investment. In the 
meantime, don’t lean too heavily on them! 
 
Elsewhere on the site, we are starting to think about 
the long-term vision for those parts of the site which 
could yet be developed. As plans are clarified, we will 
keep members informed. 

A recent frosty morning 
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Maintenance Report 

Adrian Birtles writes: 
 
Since the last maintenance report, the routine checking, oiling and greasing has carried on its 
usual monthly cycle, as has also the gardening which seldom stops, although sometimes 
interrupted by bad weather in recent times. 
 
“Specials” have included: 

• Removing the life-expired shutter/canopy from the Buffer Stop Café external serving 
hatch; it is planned to replace this with a permanent canopy in the near future. 

• The refurbishment of our historic railway station sack truck 
(a type that was once a very common feature on most 
stations). This has been a joint effort by Dave Trewern, 
Derek Grover and Noah Moxom, with some expert 
assistance from Nursling Mens’ Shed whose craftsmen 
spliced in new woodwork to replace disintegrating sections. 
One item on the truck which has not been refurbished is the 
wheel tyres, which are solid rubber like those used on 
traction engines; our budget would not run to that, so if 
anyone feels like sponsoring two new tyres, please get in 
touch (cost likely to be about £250). 

 

Our sack trolley, with some labelling skilfully applied by Noah 
 

• Improvement of the paving where the picnic table sits near the signal box – a one-man 
job by Neil Kearns. This was brought about by the loss of our box hedging – sadly killed by 
box-moth infestation - which Neil has also removed; other resulting empty spaces have 
been prepared for new planting. 

 
We have also just undertaken the replacement of the two shortened levers 16 & 18 in the signal 
box with full-length levers. This job was similar to the replacement of five levers last year – see 
that report for details. The main work was carried out early this February. The job went well 
although three of the “known unknowns” did materialise:  

• The holes in the new cast-iron bottom brackets of the levers 
needed to be enlarged to match our existing axles – a laborious 
but traditional fitting task achieved by much filing; 

• One of the new levers was too thick to pass through its slot 
in the cast-iron quadrants at operating floor level, so some metal 
had to be ground off; 

• Both of the existing interlocking drive rods were slightly too 
long for the new levers; there is no provision for adjustment in 
these but Bodgit & Partners have provided a solution to get things 
operating. We hope to do something more elegant in due course. 
 
Levers 16 and 18: Before and after (yet to be painted) 
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We had experienced all these annoyances during the previous job so were well-prepared, not 
that that made them any more welcome this time round!  
 
An “unknown unknown” that took us by surprise was finding that the dimensions of the new 
bottom brackets, although apparently identical, were sufficiently different from the previous 

ones to prevent their levers from being 
fully reversed, as they fouled on the 
bearing castings; this was cured by some 
minor surgery to the brackets. 
 
At the time of writing, the finishing touches 
(painting and final assembly of catch blocks 
etc) have yet to be completed.  The team 
for this job was Derek Grover, Andy Wright, 
John Pennells and Adrian Birtles.  
 
Adrian and Derek  at work 
(make up your own caption!) 
 

Looking a little way ahead, once the weather improves there will be a considerable amount of 
cleaning and repainting of our out-door equipment to be done. 
 

Signage Update 

Dick Hewett writes:  

 

Our signage project continues slowly, partly due to availability of those involved (with so much 

else going on), and also due to delays in the work on the site, particularly the Facing Point Lock 

which is to be featured on one of the boards. It’s difficult to compile full information about 

something which is currently in pieces! But we hope to make progress in the next month or two. 

 

Policies and Documents 

Peter Chatfield writes:  

 
We would be grateful if members will note a few changes in our Health & Safety policies and 
procedures – all these documents can be viewed in the Mess Hut: 
 
RSB Site Procedures 

- Volunteers’ responsibilities highlighted for their own and others’ welfare (page 1). 
- PiC role strengthened and a few additional specific tasks added (sections 3 and 4). 
- Expanded detail concerning working on signalling equipment and operating the SB: new 

section 13 ‘Working on Signalling’. 
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RSB Risk Assessment 
- Following a report that some visitors have difficulty using the handrail of the signal box 

staircase, we will monitor/observe this re whether we need to (or can reasonably) make 
any changes to the handrail (risk entry A2). 
 

H&S Policy Statement 
- We don’t ask members to read this document, as it’s intended for the overall 

management of H&S by the Friends’ Committee and our H&S leads; however, FYI we 
have ‘benchmarked’ our H&S practice against ORR (Office of Rail and Road) 
recommendations; we now include an audit tool to assess our practice in the H&S Policy 
Statement (new Annex 2). 

 
Once again, thanks to everyone for being aware of Health & Safety on the site, keeping yourself 
and others safe to minimise the risk of accidents and incidents. 
 
If you have any questions about Health & Safety or risk assessment etc, please don’t hesitate to 
ask the PiC, who will either answer your question or refer you to someone who can!  

 

Membership Matters, Wildlife Report  

Neil Kearns, Membership Secretary, writes: 
 
This time of the year is normally a quiet spell for the Membership Secretary. There have been a 
few new members joining since the last newsletter (welcome!) plus one or two renewals - either 
very late or somewhat early for the April renewal date. 
  
With the dull weather bird sightings have been quieter than 
normal, although a Sparrowhawk was seen flying over at the end 
of January and a male Bullfinch was seen on the canal bank in 
early February. For such a brightly coloured bird, they are very 
good at disappearing into undergrowth. The normal view is the 
grey and black of the wings and tail blurring into the shadows. 
 

 Male bullfinch. (Image: RSPB) 
  
Other native or wandering European birds stayed further north in Romsey with a Bittern, Marsh 
Harriers and Great White Egrets seen on Fishlake Meadows nature reserve about half a mile 
away, and Waxwings have been seen along the road to Braishfield in early February. 
  
The bird feeder which Colin installed along the canal fence is attracting quite a few birds, mainly 
House Sparrows and the occasional Chaffinch with Woodpigeons clearing up any fallen seeds 
below on the grass. House Sparrows have suffered a serious decline in numbers in the last 40 
years as we're all tidier, fewer weeds survive in waste areas and there is less spilt grain lying 
around in rural areas. 
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Attention! - Membership Secretary needed....  

 
Neil Kearns, Membership Secretary, writes: 
 
On a more serious note, I wish to stand down from the role of Membership Secretary after 16 
years, following the 2024 AGM. It isn't a particularly onerous role, but I would like more time to 
devote to other railway preservation activities. To enable people to consider whether they 
would like to take on this role, these are the tasks involved: 
  

o Maintain the membership list and issue new membership cards when members renew 
their membership. 

o Follow up any members who have not renewed by late July/early August before the 
AGM. 

o Register new members and pass a copy of the application form to the Treasurer if they 
are claiming gift aid. (Sometimes the application form is received by the Treasurer, in 
which case he will send a copy of the form to me.) 

o All money to be passed to the treasurer, or paid into the Friends’ TSB account and the 
treasurer told the amount and who has paid. (Scanning cheques is a quick and easy way, 
by sending the scanned image by email.)  You will have access to the TSB bank accounts 
to be able to check that Bank Transfers have been processed. 

o You would be added to the authorised signatories for the Friends’ bank accounts. This 
will involve authorising on-line payments set up by the Treasurer. 

o Maintain a list of email, phone and postal address for all members. 
o Most communications are by email and the membership secretary is the only committee 

member who holds all the details. 
o We are registered with the Information Commissioners Office and have to adhere to 

GDPR data regulations (which is very simple: basically, keep members contact details 
secure). 

o You would also become the designated contact for the Information Commissioners 
Office. In five years since Romsey Signal Box registered under GDPR the only messages 
that I have received have been for the annual registration fee. 

o Occasionally sending out messages to all members, which are sent "bcc" to keep email 
addresses private. 

o If you are willing, the committee meetings (about 6 per year) need a secretary to produce 
the minutes. 

  
Renewing a single membership and recording the payment takes a few minutes including 
producing the new membership card from a template. Recording the details of a new member 
probably takes ten minutes.  Luckily the membership payments are quite well spread out across 
March, April and into May. Standing orders and bank transfers have a peak in the first week of 
April or a few days of sending out a membership reminder. 
  
If you want to know more, please contact me on 0781 8021 364 or by email: 
Neil.Kearns@virgin.net 

 

mailto:Neil.Kearns@virgin.net
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Website Blog 
 
Quite a lot has been put on the blog since November: including news and pictures about the 
Discovery Centre, various developments around the site, and a New Year message.  
 
Dave Trewern welcomes any items you may have for the blog, so please do send anything you 
have to him – for his details, please see the blog. 
 

Open Days and diary dates for 2024  

 
Our advertised programme of open days is as follows (see website for updates): 

Month Normal Opening Extras 

March Sunday 3rd; Saturday 16th  
Saturday 2nd  

(Romsey Model Railway Exhibition) 

April Sunday 7th; Saturday 20th   

May Sunday 5th; Saturday 18th   

June Sunday 2nd; Saturday 15th   

July Sunday 7th; Saturday 20th  Thursday 25th (School Holiday) 

August 
Sunday 4th; Saturday 17th (including 
AGM) 

Thursdays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th  
(School Holidays) 

September Sunday 1st; Saturday 21st  
Saturday 14th  
(Heritage Open Days – free admission) 

October Sunday 6th; Saturday 19th  Thursday 24th (School Holiday) 

November Sunday 3rd; Saturday 16th   

December Sunday 1st   

 
Contributions of articles and photographs for the next edition are welcome, please forward them 
to the Newsletter Editor at:  info@romseysignalbox.org.uk 
 
(All photos in this issue taken by Dick Hewett unless otherwise credited) 
 
(Please note that copyright may apply to some photographs if sourced via the internet.  
If you submit photos taken by someone other than yourself, please kindly check with them if 
they wish their name to be credited to the photo.)  

mailto:info@romseysignalbox.org.uk
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My Love Affair with Switzerland and its Transport  
 Part 2 by Dave Trewern 

 
 
I mentioned in the first part that Switzerland has many different means of transport. In this part I 
want to cover not only trains, but the other transport delights. Please bear in mind again that I am 
no expert, just an ordinary person who happens to be very interested in transport. 
 
One problem with Switzerland is that it's an expensive place to visit. Just the journey to get there 
and the hotel accommodation can be expensive. The cost of days out can also quickly mount up. It 
is therefore important to research all the discount and area travel cards before taking the plunge. 
Every time we have been we had a half fare card as a part of the package. This gives half fare on 
most forms of transport, but even then it isn't cheap! It is often well worth buying a local pass for 
several days (not forgetting to use the half fare card to purchase it). The cost is about the only 
down side to Switzerland I can think of! 
 
Right! Let's get going with some more railways... 
 
I previously mentioned the Gornergrat railway in Zermatt and the Brienz Rothorn. Here are two 
photos of these trains. A couple of things to note. You can see the rack system in the centre of the 
track in the Gornergrat photo. Note the angle of the steam loco in the Brienz Rothorn photo. This 
helps to keep the boiler water level on the climb up and back. 
 

 

 
Another great trip is on the Schynige Platte rack assisted railway from Wilderswil to the peak at 
7000ft. This is another 800mm gauge 1500v DC railway, built in 1893. 
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The electric locomotives on this route are over 
100 years old but still work perfectly. The locos 
push the carriages up the incline, which at 
times is 25%, or if like me, you prefer 1:4. 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you noticed how clean all the trains are? We are convinced there is a team of little men who 
polish the trains overnight! 
 
Well, time to move on to other means of transport I think... 
 
Cable cars are a good way to climb mountains. They vary a great deal, from quite short hops to 
long runs. We had a very jovial operator on one trip down from mount Pilatus. After we had all 
boarded and he was waiting to start he asked us if we had all written our wills! Luckily no one 
asked to get off and saw the funny side. 
 
 
 

 
A very unusual one is the Stanserhorn cable 
car, which is called the Cabrio. With this one 
you can either ride inside or out on the roof. 
Yes, it does have barriers etc. for safety. It's a 
strange experience riding on the top of a 
cable car. Because it is “floating” on cables it 
is very quiet and therefore you can hear the 
birds and the cowbells below. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gondolas are the smaller pods hanging from a continuous loop of cable. These vary in size from 
small two person ones to fairly large ones for several people. The pods slow considerably in the 
stations to enable people to get on and off. Occasionally they will stop completely, which can be 
very disconcerting if you are midway! This happened to us on the Grindelwald to First cable way. 
We ground to a halt for two or three minutes and were beginning to eye up our means of escape – 
not good! We started again and later discovered that a disabled person had boarded in 
Grindelwald. It's good to know that these things are accessible by all. 
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This photo shows the gondolas that take you part way up the Kleine Matterhorn from Zermatt. 
A full size cable car takes you up the final climb. Note the spectacular view! 

 
Coming down to earth, quite literally, we have the post buses. 
 

 

 
 
These distinctive yellow buses are everywhere 
in Switzerland and can be a great way to get 
about. They all have the very easily 
identifiable musical horns. There are also 
some pretty hair raising rides to be had! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
This bus runs from Meiringen to Grindelwald, via 
the climb over Grosse Scheidegg. Parts of the 
journey are more like cart tracks and quite narrow. 
These drivers certainly earn their money! We were 
lucky enough to sit in the front seats and were able 
to take some really good video footage. 
 
 
 
Now, what about paddle steamers? 
 
There are several paddle steamers in Switzerland. One of my favourites is Unterwalden on lake 
Lucerne. 
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These two photos show her and her engine. 
 

 
 
 
Unterwalden was built in 1901 and is still going strong. Her steam engine is a 650hp compound 
diagonal and runs perfectly. As you can see the engine is meticulously maintained and kept 
spotlessly clean. Originally fired by coal the boilers were converted to oil in 1949. It's a real treat to 
have a paddle around a lake on one of these old steamers. Food and drinks are available onboard, 
and what a lovely way to spend an hour or two. I spend most of my time onboard watching the 
engine, but apparently the views are also pretty good! 
 
Now, if anyone is still awake, let's move on to funiculars. 
 
I've never counted them but there are probably hundreds of funiculars in Switzerland. 
 

 

This picture shows the passing loop on the 
Schatzalp funicular. Below is Davos Platz, 
which is the town end of Davos. Further to 
the left is Davos Dorf, the more rural end. 
From the top of the funicular there is a 
wonderful walk along “the high prom” to 
Davos Dorf. Along the way you may well 
encounter the black squirrels. 
 

 
 
Back in the Bernese Oberland there was a funicular that went from Lauterbrunnen up to 
Grutschalp. This was replaced in 2006 by a cable car as the ground was too unstable. Luckily we 
have been on both. 
 
Well, I think I should stop now.  I have thousands of photographs from Switzerland and many more 
tales to tell, but enough for now! Chairlifts, trams etc. have not been mentioned, but perhaps for 
another time. Just as an aside, we do go to other countries as well and have seen some wonderful 
things and met many interesting and friendly people. 
 
I hope you have enjoyed reading this article. Best wishes to everyone. 
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Part 3 by Dave Trewern 

 
 
Well, I was advised that a part three may not be a bad idea, and so here we go... 
 
In this final part I will cover trams, chair lifts and some “tongue-in-cheek” forms of transport. 
Intrigued? Read on. 
 

This Zurich tram was photographed in 2007. It 
was just outside of the railway station. 
They are metre gauge and run on 600vdc 
overhead wires. 
Trams have been a consistent part of the Zurich 
landscape since the 1880s when they were 
horse drawn. Electrification came in the 1890s. 
 
Many places in Switzerland have trams. We 
have yet to actually travel on a Swiss tram. The 

day this photo was taken we were on our way back to the airport for a late afternoon flight home. 
We wanted to try a tram but couldn't work out how to pay and didn't have time to waste. Instead 
we walked along Bahnhofstrasse to lake Zurich. Along this road are many of the “posh” shops and 
banks. After admiring the views we crossed the river and made our way back to the station and on 
to the airport. 
 
At the other end of the spectrum are bicycles – yes, bicycles! 
 
 

This photo was taken in 2002 on our first 
Swiss holiday. When we were staying in Davos 
the hotel had free bike rental and so my wife 
and I  had one each for a couple of hours. We 
rode from Davos Platz to the lake at Davos 
Dorf. We met several of our fellow travellers 
there who were surprised to see us on bikes. 
Needless to say, several of them had a go. We 
did make it safely back to the hotel after 
negotiating riding on the wrong side of the 
road, and a level crossing. 
 
 
Now, what about chair lifts... 
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This was the chair lift station in Kandersteg in 
2007. Work had just started and it has now 
been replaced by a gondola cable way. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The chair lifts from Kandersteg to Oeschinen 
were a sideways affair. Travelling up a mountain 
sideways was a strange experience but 
interesting. 
At the top you can either walk or get a buggy to 
Oeschinensee (lake), which is a Unesco world 
heritage site and very beautiful. Obviously 
there is a cafe/restaurant by the lake. 
 
 
Now, while we are at Oeschinen what about a rodelbahn? This is a dry toboggan run and is great 
fun. Alright I am still a big child at heart! 
 

The first time I did this I was a little 
apprehensive, but it was fine and a lot of 
fun. The toboggan you sit on has a brake 
lever just in front of you between your legs. 
You are dragged up to the top of the run 
and then released. If you are brave enough 
very little braking is required. The view 
below is of Kandersteg and the gondola 
cable way is just over the ridge. A funny 
story... despite her best efforts my wife 
failed to get me on camera as I shot 
through below a small foot bridge. When I 

had another go a different year I set the camera to burst mode for her. I ended up with over 300 
photographs, but at least there were some good ones! What would we do without digital cameras 
nowadays? Take plenty of snaps and just delete the rubbish ones. 
 
Now on to trottibikes. What the heck are trottibikes? Well, they are like adult scooters but with 
proper brakes, and a good thing too as we are about to go down the side of a hill on them! 
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The gondola cable way from Grindelwald to 
First has a part way point at Bort. When 
returning to the bottom from Bort you have the 
option of doing so on a trottibike, for a further 
charge. In the photo are my brother-in-law and 
myself about to set off. There is no seat but it is 
great fun as you plummet down the hill into 
Grindelwald. There is a zigzag path you follow 
with some fantastic views along the way. I did 
stop a couple of times to take it all in. When 
you reach the bottom you suddenly shoot out onto the road which can be a little disconcerting. 
The trottibikes are returned to the bottom cable way station. My wife declined the offer and 
descended in a gondola, meeting us at the bottom. No sense of adventure some people! 
 
The most basic form of transport is of course Shank's pony, or walking. Now this may sound boring 
but believe me, whether you are super fit or just enjoy a stroll, there are numerous walks with 
breathtaking views just about wherever you are in Switzerland. The added bonus is that walking is 
free! 
 

This is the High 
Prom walk in 
Davos. The photo 
on the left shows 
just one of the 
views. It's quite 
likely you will 
encounter a black 
squirrel or two 
and many 
beautiful wild 
flowers. A cup of 
tea in a little cafe 

at the end of the walk is most welcome. A perfect way to spend a 
couple of hours. 
 
Another really nice walk is along the Lauterbrunnen valley, either from Stechelberg to 
Lauterbrunnen or the other way around. This valley is beautiful, peaceful and has several 
waterfalls along the way. I love this walk and have done it many times. One way to do it is after a 
visit to the Schilthorn, which is where the James Bond film “On Her Majesty's Secret Service” was 
filmed. Following some refreshment in the revolving restaurant a cable car ride gets you down to 
Murren and another on down to Stechelberg. A walk along the valley rather than catching the post 
bus is a great way to finish. 
 
These are just two of the endless amount of lovely walks available. 
 
Okay, last but not least, how about a helicopter or two? No, we haven't been on one in Switzerland 
although they do scenic flights... at a cost! 
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On one of our excursions from Wengen we caught the cable car to the top of the Mannlichen ridge 
and walked along. The snow fences were being repaired on the side of the ridge facing Wengen. 
This involved helicopters lifting materials and equipment from the top down to the workers below. 
We just happened to be there as they were “hot refuelling”. That is refuelling without turning off 
the engines. Yes, we really were this close to the action! The fuel hose was run out of the fuel tank 
into the side of the helicopter. To the left of this shot was another helicopter waiting its turn. The 
public would never be allowed this close in the UK. Everything would have to be fenced off. This is 
Switzerland... use your common sense! I have a video of this on my You Tube channel. Just search 
for David Trewern. Note the fantastic view in the photo. 
 
Well, that's it. I could have included many more photos, including the aircraft we flew in, and 
various amusing tales but I think it's time to finish. I hope you have enjoyed my “roam around 
Switzerland” and perhaps it's inspired you to have a go yourself. 
 
 
Dave Trewern 
 


